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was concluded, 3 steamers have been disinfected by the Japanese quar- 
antine officials, 1 each at Yokohama, Nagasaki, and Kobe, and, so far 
as I can learn, the processes employed in the cases at Nagasaki and 
Kobe were more thorough than in the first one treated, that of 
steamship Belgic at Yokohama, against certain omissions in the hand 
ling of which, heretofore reported to you, I had to protest, with, I 
think, good effect. 

As regards the reporting of the exact facts of the case upon the bill 
of health, I have to say that in every instance of the occurrence of 
infectious disease upon a ship leaving this port for the United States I 
have, in addition to filling the required certificate upon the bill of 
health, written to the quarantine officers at the ports of call and desti- 
nation letters giving full particulars, such letters accompanying or 
attached to the bills of health. 

I am, sir, very respectfully your obedient servant, 

Stuart Eldridge, M. D., 
Sanitary Inspector, TJ. S. M. S. S. 
The Supervising Surgeon-General, 

TJ. 8. Marine- Hospital Service. 

MADAGASCAR. 

Plague and smallpox in Tamatave. 

Consulate of the -United States, 

Tamatave, February S, 1899. 
Sir: Referring to my dispatch, No. 31, under date of January IS 
last, relative to the bubonic plague at this port, I have the honor to say 
that from January 18 to 25 we have had only 9 cases and 8 deaths, the 
victims being all natives. For the last six or eight days we have had no 
new cases, no deaths being reported. Dr. Lidwinchirp, of the colonial 
health service, is of the "opinion that the disease has been transmitted 
to the natives by handling Indian rice in the storehouses here, which 
had been brought from India. The scare has subsided, but we are still 
in quarantine against other parts of the island. There has been a 
notable decrease of the smallpox at Tamatave from January 18 to the 
25th, as there were only 8 new cases. 

I am, sir, your obedient servant, W. W. Cobbs, 

United States Consul. 
Hon. Assistant Secretary of State. 

turkey. 
Sanitary report from Constantinople. 

[Report No. 212.] 

Constantinople, March 16, 1899. 

Sir : As I have stated in my two last reports (sub Nos. 210. 211), 
dated February 25 and, 27, bubonic plague broke out at Djiddah. It 
was on February 22 that the first death from said illness was ascer- 
tained. Since said date 11 more deaths occurred ; total, 12 deaths. 

I have the honor to forward a French copy of the sanitary steps 
ordered in order to check the spread of the epidemic, and, if possible, 
to stifle it. I have already reported my opinion on said steps. I am 
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sorry to state that, though applied since the 25th of last month, they 
have given very bad results. I forward also a French copy of the tele- 
grams received from Djiddah, dated the 4th instant. I have foreseen 
the troubles announced by said telegrams, and when said steps were 
decided I have given the reasons for which I was against them. Djiddah 
is a place whence nearly all the pilgrims proceeding to Mecca pass, and 
the inhabitants live by said pilgrims. 

The sanitary steps ordered have,- as a practical result, caused the misery 
and ruin of said inhabitants ; that it would be impossible to prevent sani- 
tary smuggling which, in spite of the sanitary cordon around Djiddah, 
would take place; that the same sanitary steps applied last year have 
caused serious troubles, and the sanitary physicians have been illtreated 
by the rioters, and the practical sanitary result has been nil. Unhap- 
pily the majority of the International Sanitary Commission did not 
agree with the above-mentioned arguments, and the execution of the 
decision was ordered. 

On the 4th instant, serious troubles occurred. The inhabitants of 
Djiddah revolted, the sanitary cordon was broken, the sanitary physi- 
cian was obliged to flee in order to save his life, and the shops in Djiddah, 
as well as the pilgrims, were plundered. The most amazing fact is 
that the authorities, soldiers, and employees, according to the consular 
telegrams, helped the rioters in pillaging. The consuls of Djiddah 
have requested the withdrawal of the sanitary restrictions, but the 
sanitary commission has decided to maintain them, considering said 
riots as a pure incident. So the Ottoman Government did consider 
them when they were announced. 

At the sitting of the International Sanitary Commission of the 7th 
instant a private teskere from the first secretary of His Imperial Majesty 
was communicated, a French copy of which I have the honor to for- 
ward, by which notice is given that it being impossible to apply the 
above-mentioned sanitary regulations without the help of the armed 
force, and the bubonic plague having already made its appearance 
in Mecca it would be preferable to surround by a cordon the houses in 
which bubonic plague makes its appearance. In the above-mentioned 
teskere it is said that according to what is announced from Djiddah 
Christian physicians request to examine the dead bodies of women, a 
thing which is forbidden by the Moslem religion, therefore such exami- 
nation of dead bodies must not be made. 

On the 6th instant, the sanitary physician of Mecca wires that he 
has observed a Bokhara man arriving from Djiddah who presents an 
inflammation of the lungs, high fever, with enlarged inguinal lym- 
phatic ganglia. Prophylactic steps already taken — house isolated. 
Details by post. On the following day, the 7th, said sanitary physician 
wires again " Patient's condition better, no fresh case." On the 8th 
instant, ihe sanitary physician at Djiddah states by telegram, "One 
death from plague. We have already resumed the custom of examining 
the dead bodies." With the last announced death, the total number of 
deaths from plague is 13. 

In consequence of the above-mentioned teskere" the International 
Sanitary Commission has decided — 

(1) The suppression of the already established sanitary cordon 
around Djiddah. 

(2) To allow the landing of the pilgrims at Djiddah and try to hasten 
their departure for Mecca. 

(3) To isolate the houses where bubonic plague cases occur. 
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(4) Establish in said town a hospital for patients suffering from 
bubonic plague. 

(5) Incineration of the belongings of patients with plague. 

(6) Daily medical inspection of the houses suspected of plague. 

(7) To strictly prevent any burial without a permit delivered by the 
sanitary office. 

(8) To apply the exigencies of hygiene to the funeral hearse for pre- 
venting the spread of the disease. 

(9) Application of all regulations already given in order to improve 
the sanitary condition of the city, cleanness of the dwellings, medical 
attendance of the patients and the assistance of the poor. 

(10) Said sanitary regulations shall be applied to the city of Mecca 

SMALLPOX AND INFLUENZA. 

The epidemics in Constantinople are influenza and smallpox. His 
Majesty the Sultan has' given stringent orders for vaccinating and 
revaceinating the inhabitants of the capital. In fact, municipal physi- 
cians are going from house to house and vaccinate or revaccinate 
people. Let ns see if such vaccination will be thoroughly performed. 
Prom the 17th to the 27th of last February 666 deaths were registered. 
Of these, 7 were from diphtheria, 5 from measles, 26 from smallpox, 18 
from typhoid fever, and 79 from acute inflammation of the lungs. 
Eespectfully, yours, Spiridion C. Zavitziano, 

United States Sanitary Commissioner. 
The Supervising Surgeon- General, 

U. S. Marine- Hospital Service. 

[Inclosures — Translated in this Bureau from copies officially forwarded. ] 

Telegram of the British consul at Djiddah addressed to the British ambassador at Constanti- 
nople, March 3, 1899. 

[No. 1.] 

Disturbances early this morning and serious thefts at the quarantine station at Bab- 
el-Mekke. Soldiers and persons connected with the civil authority have taken part in 
these disorders. The local authorities do not dare to make public the extent of the 
disturbance. Pilgrims have been robbed and personally maltreated to the extent of 
bloodshed. Insistance on the quarantine measures decreed by the council of health 
will only further exasperate the populace. The extent of the losses due to theft is 
estimated at 5,000 livres. All the shops in the city are closed. All the consuls are 
agreed that the quarantine between Djiddah and Mecca should be suppressed. 

Circular telegrams addressed to health officers. 

[No. 2.] 

February 28, 1899. 
By decision of the Superior Council of Health, arrivals from Djiddah are subject to a 
quarantine of ten days. 

Cozzoms, 
Inspector-General. 
[No. 3.] 

March 8, 1899. 
By decision of the Superior Council of Health, the quarantine of ten days, imposed on 
arrivals from Djiddah is extended to arrivals from the entire littoral of the Hedjaz, 
comprised between Mamuret ul Hamadie (Lith), and Yam bo, exclusive of these two 
ports. VlTALIS. 
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Collective telegram of His Highness the Emir of Mecca and His Excellency the Vali of the 
Hedjaz addressed to the sanitary department. 

[No. 4.] 

February 27, 1899. 

In response to your telegram of February 25, 1899, we have transmitted the orders 
received to the Caimakane of Djiddah and the other authorities charged with putting 
into execution the measures prescribed by the sanitary council, together with instruc- 
tions relative to the measures adopted last year with regard to the city of Djiddah. 
With regard to the landing place for pilgrims a site has been selected by us in concert 
with the sanitary inspector, situated 6 kilometers north of Djiddah and outside the 
port. The necessary arrangements have been entered upon for the construction of the 
wharf and the establishment of cordon. 

leskerS of His Highness the Orand Vizier to the sanitary department, dated March 5, 1899. 

[No. 5.] 

The Emir of Mecca and the Vali of the Hedjaz are formally recommended to appre- 
hend the persons engaged in the disturbances directed against the execution of quaran- 
tine measures at Djiddah, and to prosecute them in such manner as shall be a warning 
against a renewal of such disturbances. In a telegram received in reply it is stated 
that some of the shops at Djiddah have been reopened, and that efforts are being made 
to secure public safety and tranquillity. 

FOREIGN STATISTICAL REPORTS. 

Afeica — Lorenzo Marquez. — Month of January, 1899. Estimated 
population, 5,000. Total number of deaths, 58, including smallpox, 2, 
and 1 from phthisis pulmonalis. 

Argentina — Buenos Ayres.— Month of December, 1898. Estimated 
population, 800,000. Total number of deaths, 1,289, including diph- 
theria, 11; enteric fever, 15; measles 16, and 5 from smallpox. 

Bahamas — Dunmore Town. — Two weeks ended March 18, 1899. Esti- 
mated population, 1,472. Total number of deaths, 1. No contagious 
diseases. 

Governors Harbor. — Two weeks ended March 16. Estimated popula- 
tion, 1,500. No deaths and no contagious diseases. 

Green Turtle Cay — Abaco. — Two weeks ended March 19. Estimated 
population, 3,900. No deaths and no contagious diseases. 

Nassau. — Two weeks ended March 18. Estimated population, 11,000. 
Number of deaths and contagious diseases not reported. 

Bermuda. — Week ended February 3, 1899. Estimated population, 
13,948. No deaths and no contagious diseases. "Week ended February 
24. No deaths and no contagious diseases. 

Two weeks ended March 10. No deaths and no contagious diseases. 

Colombia — Panama. — Two weeks ended March 13, 1899 Estimated 
population, 16,000. Number of deaths not reported. No contagious 
diseases reported. 

France — Boubaix. — Month of February, 1899. Estimated popula- 
tion, 126,171. Total number of deaths, 187, including diphtheria, 1; 
enteric fever, 2, and 6 from whooping cough. Deaths from phthisis 
pulmonalis reported, but number not given. 

Germany — Stuttgart. — Month of December, 1898. Estimated popu- 



